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Layer Colors Painting 100-25, 2019, Acrylic on canvas, 160 x 130 cm

If Vincent van Gogh'’s light is the brightness of midsummer’s high noon, then my light is the dawn sky
touching the earth, the glow near the sun at the break of day, the transparent light of a young girl’s
short middle fingernail. Light and color are fundamental elements of painting, but in my work, they
become absolute elements in conjunction with semi-transparent media.

The true meaning of my work can be said to lie in the revelation of consciousness through the material-
ization of proliferated transparent colors and the circulation of light.

Light does not exist solely as a sensory element—it encompasses both inspiration and intellect. In
other words, it is rooted in life, death, and existence. This kind of light can be the ordinary light we
encounter in daily life, but it may also be a unique light that unfolds through painting. Light, naturally
expressed as a flash within form, captures reality.

We know that color is not merely a material element but something that endows matter with substance,
that is, imbues an object with substantiality. Generated by light, color is embodied in the surface of
objects.

The vast illusion of color revealed after countless, repetitive, simple gestures—the white void, the color,

the density, and the perceptual choices of color planes. . . .
_Jang Seungtaik, October 8, 2019
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